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lo The former Franco Romano Factory in Braila, now known as the ProgresuX 

Factory# is situated about 1,800 meters northeast of Braila* It is under 
the direction of the Uinistr^ of Metallurgy and has about 3*800 employ eo 3 f . 
There are three sections 'in the factory; casting, mechanical, and naval 
sections* «. 


2» The factory is now adequately supplied with raw material for the production 
of gear and rigs for oi^faelle to be used by the Sovrompetrol enterprise* 
as well as vessels for Jkhe Soviets* 

3o The casting section i^ headed by the Apolitical responsible ” Comrade t,otoc« 

He is in charge of the "socialistic competition* of the section and generally 
manages to keep up his record by casting spare parts with an exceptionally 
high percentage of waste materials® 

4o The mechanical section is now producing tanks for oil storage on Soviet orders,, 
Ho other products are currently being manufactured by this section* 


5* The naval section is currently manufacturing launches and vedettes* The 
motors for these vessels# destined for the Soviet Union, come from abroad* 
The orders for the launches are initiated by the Rumanian Navy Ministry# 
but the final destination is the Soviet Union* 


6» In the workshop for heavy machines# there are modern machines working on 
the completion of steam engines with a horsepower of 1,000 each for four 
minelayers® The Progresul firm is actively concerned about the slow 
progress of the work on these engines# because of the lack of experience 
on the part of the mechanics who have not undertaken work of this type 
previously* 

?* Since November 1950,, tho orders left by various enterprises were ignored 
and only items of military use receive priority* The assembly of the 
final product is done in great secrecy; the parts for the final order are 
distributed in order to keep the project as secret as possible c . 


Ofs In June 1949 a smelting furnace was begun; up to February 1951 F this furnace 
had not been finished* In May 1950, a Siemens Martin six- ton furnace was 
ordered and installed by the end of 1950* The furnace is now in use® 
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machine "tools are wearing out and the few replacements which arrive 
frcm the Soviet Ifoion are considered vastly inferior by the workmen* 

10. The production program for 1950 called for 52 oil rigs. This program was 
not completely fulfilled because some of the component Darts* made by the 
Steagul Rosu Factory in Brasov, had not arrived/ Twelve vessels consisting 
of the launches and vedettes were floated during the program and about 
12,000 tons of steel and iron was produced. About 280 small towers far 
use on the frontiers were also manufactured during the year, and the above- 
mentioned four steam engines also were included in the past Year's production 
records 

25X1 X 

XI* In the heavy machines branch of the mechanic section MtSKtKtKKBBKKB 
there are lathes of the 10 ~ 15 meter (sic) type* Large "grinders" and 
drills and other machinery for the construction of oil’ reservoir tank n\n 
also located in this branch* The steel furnaces are of the Stem and 
Roub&ix type with a capacity of 1.5 tons. There are too "rotating ovens w 
of five ton capacity and two other smelting furnaces* In March 1951* a 
"regulator"^ for the Sltaens Martin furnace is scheduled to bo installed, 
it weighs six tons (sic)* A steel press with a force of 1,500 kilogmns 
will also be placed in us® in March 1951* ° 

12* According to the live Year Plan, the oil rig production will cease and 
casting of spar® parts will be increased* The construction of vessels 
in still called for in the Plan* 

15 o Security measures have boon considerably tightened within the past six 

months • Special identification cards are needed to enter the factory grounds 
and the P?.?a guards are located ©very 20 meters at fixed sentry posts. 

Towers with searchlights and a guard with a machine gun located on it, 
nr© planned to replace the sentry posts* 

14 o Two sketches of the Progresul Factory are attached* 
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